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Prologue 

THE  TIME  OF  GRADUATION  is  also  the  time  of  appreciation,  a  time  of  which 
the  Senior  Class  of  1966  wish  to  take  advantage,  in  gratitude  to  all  the  people 
who  have  made  the  time  of  graduation  possible. 
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State  of  Montana 
School  for  the  Deaf  &  the  BHnd 
Great  Falls,  Montana 


TO  TIE  CLASS  OF  1966 

MONTAIA  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  BLIND 


May  1  take  this  opportimity  to  ^^nd  my 
most  sincere  good  wishes  to  the  graduating  class 
of  1966. 

it  is  throiir,h  hard  work  and  dedication 
that  we  reach  our  goals.    You  have  accomplished 
this . 


1  congratulate  each  and  every  one  of  yhu 
for  your  efforts. 


Dear  Graduates, 


Very  sincerely  I  congratulate  you  for  your  achievement.  The  attainment 
of  this  goal  along  with  your  maturity  will  be  the  foundation  for  the  achieve- 
ment of  greater  goals  and  greater  understanding. 


All  of  us  here  at  school  will  be  interested  in  watching  your  progress  no 
matter  when  fate  may  guide  you.  We  would  hope  that  you  keep  in  touch  with 
us  and  keep  an  interest  in  your  school. 


Best  wishes  for  success  and  happiness. 


Your  truly, 


Superintendent 


A  Message  to  the  Senior  Class  of  1966: 

May  I  extend  to  you  my  congratulations  for  completing  your  formal  edu- 
cation within  the  Montana  School  for  the  Deaf  and  the  Blind. 

As  the  years  pass,  your  education  received  in  this  school  will  be  continu- 
ously tested  by  the  society  in  which  you  live.  Testing  will  no  longer  be  matter 
of  recalling  the  material  you  have  learned.  You  must  now  be  able  to  recall 
and  apply  the  knowledge  you  have  gained  at  your  school.  As  you  have  ex- 
perienced in  the  classroom,  there  will  be  times  of  success,  and  of  failure  and 
disappointment  during  the  forth  coming  years. 

It  is  well  to  remember  that  the  true  measure  of  success  is  NOT  in  the 
fortune  that  you  can  gain  over  the  years,  but  success  IS  the  contribution  of 
service  that  you  can  make  toward  your  fellow  man. 

Sincerely, 

'  J.  William  Lenth,  Principal 

To  the  Class  of  1966: 

It  has  indeed  been  a  pleasure  and  a  privilege  to  share  your  problems 
and  achievements  from  the  first  grade  through  high  school,  to  v\/atch  you 
develop  mentally,  physically,  and  morally.  Your  graduation  is  a  stepping 
stone  upon  which  to  build  for  the  future. 

Your  motto,  "Not  at  the  top,  but  climbing  is  a  worthy  one.  Think  well  of 
yourself  and  proclaim  this  to  the  world,  not  in  loud  words,  but  in  great 
deeds.  Leaders  come  from  among  those  who  make  the  best  of  their  op 
portunities. 

The  teachers,  staff,  and  friends  wish  you  happiness  and  success. 

Sincerely, 

Lillie  Aamoth,  Principal 


Principals 

Lillie  Aamoth 
Department  for  the  Blind 

J.  William  Lenth 
Department  for  the  Deaf 


The  Class  of  1966 


Class  Officers 


Senior  Number 


President    Kenneth  Safty 

Vice  President     Leslie  Sherrard 

Secretary   Loretha  Risingsun 

Treasurer    Lyie  Johnson 

Sponsor  Mrs.  Hippe 


Advisors  Mr.  LeMieux  and  Mrs.  Hippe 


Class  Colors  Class  Flower 

Red  and  White  Lily  of  the  Valley 


Class  Motto 

Not  at  the  top,  but  climbing. 


LORETHA  MAE  RISINGSUN 
Busby 


BRUCE  RICHARD  BRODERICK 
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Class  Prophecy 

By  Kenneth  Safty 

It  is  now  the  year  2000.  Thirty-four  years  have  passed  since  I  saw  my 
beloved  Alma  Mater,  and  many  changes  have  taken  place  since  that  well- 
remembered  year  of  1966.  ^  -  '  '        '  • 

I  decided  it  was  about  time  to  call  my  five  classmates  and  the  two  blind 
graduates  and  see  how  they  were  doing.  This  was  made  possible  through  the 
use  of  a  new  invention  called  a  phonovision.  I  first  called  Alvin  Birdhat  who  is 
now  living  in  Lame  Deer.  The  phonovision  came  on  immediately,  and  I  could 
see  Alvin  very  clearly.  I  asked  him  in  sign  language  how  he  was  earning  his 
living.  He  said  that  he  is  now  a  rancher  and  owns  plenty  of  land.  He  is  even 
married!  He  boasted  about  himself  when  he  said,  "I'm  the  greatest  Indian 
dancer,  and  I  can  make  rain  for  my  crops."     ^    .-    ~      :  '      :    /:  :  J 

Next  I  called  Ledger,  Montana  to  speak  to  Leslie  Sherrard.  He  said  that 
he  owns  a  farm  and  has  a  new  2000  Chevrolet.  The  last  thing  he  said  to  me 
was,  "Watch  me  beat  all  other  cais  in  a  drag  race."  I  wonder  if  he  crashed! 

Lyie  Johnson  then  appeared  on  the  screen  and  was  happy  to  see  me.  He 
said  that  he  owns  a  large  movie  studio  in  Hollywood!  I  guess  he  enjoys  hav- 
ing all  those  gorgeous  girls  around.   -  -  ^  '     ,  ^ 

Loretha  Risingsun,  the  only  girl  classmate  I  had,  came  on  the  screen 
next  and  told  me  that  she  is  living  on  an  Indian  Reservation,  making  and 
selling  leather  crafts. 

As  I  watched,  I  saw  Robert  Gililland  chasing  Loretha  away  from  the 
screen.  He  turned  to  me  for  a  moment  to  say  that  he  owns  an  automobile 
company.  I  asked  if  he'd  make  a  good  deal  with  me  for  a  2000  Buick,  and  he 
agreed.  By  the  way  he  even  has  a  mustache  now. 

I  tried  to  call  Bruce  Broderick;  but  somehow  I  dialed  wrong,  and  Harold 
Leigland  answered.  After  giving  me  Bruce's  correct  number,  Harold  said 
that  he  was  earning  a  lot  of  msney  by  growing  and  selling  basketball-sized 
reanuts  on  the  moon  . 

After  ringing  for  several  minutes,  Bruce  Broderick's  phonovision  was 
finally  answered.  He  apologized  for  not  answering  sooner,  but  he  told  me 
that  his  job  of  shining  little  old  ladies'  bald  heads  at  $20.00  apiece  really  kept 
him  busy. 

Oh!  Oh  I  think  this  machine  is  about  to  fall  apart.  It's  beginning  to  rattle 
and  shake.  Before  it  explodes,  I'd  like  to  tell  you  that  I  am  in  trade  school 
and  helpng  part  time  at  my  dad's  home  in  Whitetail. 

Good-bye  and  —Oh!  no!  It  is  going  to  explode.  BOOM!  — -  T-H-U-D 


Class  Will 


By  Kenneth  Safty 

The  class  of  1966  of  the  Montana  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind  do 
hereby  declare  this  to  be  our  last  will  and  testament: 

I,  Robert  Gililland,  leave  my  habit  of  listening  to  the  radio  to  David 
Watson. 

I,  Leslie  Sherrard,  leave  my  thoughts  of  hot  rods  to  Larry  Smolik. 

I,  Alvin  Birdhat,  leave  my  basketball  skills  to  Floyd  Friez. 

I,  Lyie  Johnson,  leave  my  love  of  taking  pictures  to  Douglas  Pederson. 

I,  Loretha  Risingsun,  leave  my  fondness  of  watching  television  to  Anita 
Sides. 

I,  Kenneth  Safty,  leave  my  love  of  singing  and  dancing  to  Karen  Huffman. 

I,  Harold  Leigland,  leave  my  Goldwater  button  to  Mike  Root,  my  favorite 
sayings  to  Chuck  Berry  (he  used  them  anyway)  and  to  Gunner  Hain  a  tube  of 
greasy  kid  stuff  and  a  year's  supply  of  dandruff. 

I,  Bruce  Broderick,  leave  my  old  Y.W.C.A.  card  to  Anita  Nelson,  my 
library  shelf  and  bookmarks  to  Jeff  Hutton  and  my  W.C.T.U.  button  to  Pat 

Morris, 

Signed  this  third  day  of  June  Nineteen 
Hundred  and  Sixty-six. 
The  Class  of  1966 


Faculty  of  the  Department  for  the  Deaf 

SEAT  ROW:  Mrs.  Hippe,  Miss  Rankin, 
Mrs.  Van  Tighem,  Miss  Wheeler.  STAND- 
ING ROW:  Mrs.  Woerner,  Mr.  LeMieux, 
Mrs.  Somppi,  Mr.  Bowling,  Mr.  Lenth, 
principal,  Mrs.  McCollom,  Mr.  Lyon,  Mrs. 
Meier. 


artment  for  the  Blind 

afne,  Mrs.  Fasbender, 
3  Koetitz.  STANDING 
,  principal,  Mr.  Erik- 


Staff 

FRONT  ROW:  Mrs.  Shanahan,  Mrs.  Vest, 
Mrs.  Bell,  Mrs.  Christopherson,  Mrs. 
Smith.  MIDDLE  ROW:  Mrs.  Music,  Mrs. 
McDonald,  Mrs.  Anderson,  Mrs.  Ster- 
back,  Mrs.  Matson,  Mrs.  Strudencki. 
BACK  ROW:  Mrs.  Wells,  Mr.  Strudencki, 
Mr.  Shular,  Mr.  Hippe,  Mrs.  Divine. 


EMMA  KOETITZ  —  Miss  Koetitz  is  retiring  from  full  time  teaching  at  our 
school  after  fourteen  years.  The  remainder  of  her  teaching  years  were 
spent  in  other  Montana  communities. 

Good  luck,  good  health  and  much  happiness  is  our  sincere  wish  for  Miss 
Koetitz.  We  know  she  will  be  near  us  no  matter  where  she  goes,  and  in  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  her  many  music  students  and  fellow  teachers  she  will 
occupy  a  special  place. 

If  a  particular  quality  were  to  be  singled  out  to  describe  her  contribution 
as  a  teacher,  it  would  be  her  ability  to  inspire  and  achieve  an  excellence  in 
attitude  and  performance  by  her  students. 


MARTIN  ERIKSEN — Before  joining  our  staff,  Mr.  Eriksen  had  taught  in 
several  locations  and  had  owned  and  operated  a  retail  business.  He  joined 
our  staff  in  1953.  Mr.  Eriksen  taught  shop  courses  for  a  few  years  before  de- 
voting his  entire  time  to  academic  work  in  the  Department  for  the  Blind. 

Civic,  church  and  community  service  work  has  been  a  hobby  for  Mr. 
Eriksen.  In  his  retirement  we  know  these  activties  will  be  enriched  by  addi- 
tional involvement  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Eriksen. 

We  wish  him  happiness  and  continued  good  health  throughout  his  retire- 
ment. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eriksen  plan  to  remain  in  Great  Falls  at  least  for  the 
present. 


MARY  WOERNER — Mrs.  Woerner  came  to  our  school  in  1956  as  a  trained 
public  school  teacher  and  accepted  the  great  challenge  of  teaching  our  deaf 
children.  Through  summer  courses  and  additional  work,  she  gained  the  ex- 
tra preparation  in  special  education.  The  upper  primary  and  middle  grades 
have  been  her  special  interest. 

Mrs.  Woerner  is  leaving  us  to  join  her  husband  who  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  Meteorologist-in-charge  at  Billings,  Montana.  Besides  her  abilities 
as  a  teacher,  we  will  very  much  miss  her  pleasant  personality,  sincere  in- 
terest in  her  work  and  children  and  her  ability  to  know  the  right  things  to  say 
or  do  at  the  right  time. 

Good  luck,  Mrs.  Woerner,  and  we'll  all  wish  that  Norris  gets  an  additional 
promotion  that  will  bring  you  both  back  to  Great  Falls. 


MARY  WOERNER 
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Rotating  Classes 

Department  for  the  Deaf 


Non-Rotating  Classes 

Department  for  the  Deaf 


All  Classes 

Department  for  the  Blind 


The  Student  Body 


Organizations 


Collins  Literary  Society 

President  Karen  Huffman 

Vice  President  Larry  Smolik 

Secretary  Vivian  Menefee 

Treasurer  Alvin  Birdhat 

Girls'  Sergeant-at-arms  Loretha 

Risingsun 

Boys'  Sergeant-at-arms  Floyd 

Friez 

Sponsors  Mrs.  Hippe  and 

Miss  Wheeler 

Teen  Debs 

Sheri  Eckhardt  Sandra  Sherrard 
Karen  Huffman    Loretha  Risingsun 

Vivian  Menefee 
Sponsor  Mrs.  Van  Tighem 

Merry  Makers 

President   Mike  Root 

Vice  President      Harold  Leigland 

Secretary  Theresa  Hain 

Treasurer  Donna  Boyer 

Flag  Bearer  Gunnar  Hain 

Advisor    Miss  Kennedy 

Class  of  1968 

President  Vivian  Menefee 

Vice  President      Sandra  Sherrard 

Secretary  Sheri  Eckhardt 

Treasurer  Karen  Huffman 

Advisor  Mr.  LeMieux 


Junior  National  Association 
of  the  Deaf 

President    Kenneth  Safty 

Vice  President   Jim  Mullins 

Secretary    Leslie  Sherrard 

Treasurer    Lyie  Johnson 

Entertainment  Committee  Karen 
Huffman  and  Robert  Gililland 
Sponsor    Mr.  LeMieux 

Junior  Basketball  Team 

Won  6       Lost  7 

Floyd  Friez  Stephen  Schrupp 
Jerry  Kuehne  Larry  Smolik 

Jim  Mullins  Douglas  Westphal 
Manager  Lon  Ulvestad 

Student  Coaches      Kenneth  Safty 
and  Leslie  Sherrard 

Student  Council 

President  Kenneth  Safty 

Vice  President     .  .  Sheri  Eckhardt 

Secretary    Anita  Sides 

Advisor    Mr.  Lenth 

REPRESENTATIVES 

Kenneth  Safty    Senior 

Robert  Gililland  Senior 

Sheri  Eckhardt  .....  Sophomore 

Vivian  Menefee  Sophomore 

Kathy  Humphrey  8th  Grader 

Anita  Sides  8th  Grader 

Floyd  Friez  7th  Grader 

Judy  Cox   .    7th  Grader 


Autographs 


